
HUMAN EXPLOITATION



Human exploitation is the 

unethical, selfish use of human 

beings for the satisfaction of 

personal desires and/or 

profitable advantage.



Scripture provides the answer…



“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 

because the Lord has anointed me to 

preach freedom for the captives and 

release from darkness for the prisoners, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 

and the day of vengeance of our God, to 

comfort all who mourn”  

(Isaiah 61:1-2 NIV).



“Defend the cause of the weak and 

fatherless; maintain the rights of the poor 

and oppressed.  Rescue the weak and 

needy; deliver them from the hand of the 

wicked”  (Psalm 82:3-4 NIV).



“Speak up for those who cannot speak for 

themselves, for the rights of all who are 

destitute.  Speak up and judge fairly; 

defend the rights of the poor and needy” 

(Proverbs 31:8-9 NIV).



“God created humankind in God’s own 

image.  In the image of God He created 

him; male and female he created them”  

(Genesis 1:27 TNIV)



“God saw everything that he had made, 

and it was very good” 

(Genesis 1:31 TNIV).



“Love your neighbor as yourself” 

(Matthew 22:29 NIV).





Exploitation of natural resources is the 
misuse and abuse of the abundant 

creation which God has entrusted to us. It 
is also the disrespect of neighbors—

those present, those to come, or citizens 
in another country. As we disregard the 
earth, we may be creating an unequal 

burden on those who are most 
vulnerable.



Bullying is the act of treating others in an abusive 
manner through force or coercion or with 
threatening language or behavior. Bullying another 
person dishonors and disrespects them.

Cyberbullying. This kind of bullying victimizes an 
individual through the Internet, interactive 
technologies, or a mobile phone causing willful and 
repeated harm.

Queen bees are simply mean-spirited girls who bully 
other girls. Their tactics may be physical, verbal, or 
emotional, and their intent is to hurt others.



Media can be used for good. However, 
media exploitation occurs when media 
is used to send negative information or 

images that affect children and 
families. That same media also opens 

the door for children, teens, young 
adults, and adults to be enlisted for 

inappropriate roles that are billed as 
entertainment.



Pornography is sexually 
explicit material designed 
specifically to cause 
arousal and today it 
permeates our 
surroundings.

Sexting is the use of a cell 
phone for sending sexual 
words and pictures, 
especially among teens. It 
has some characteristics of 
pornography.



Labor trafficking occurs when 
women, men, and children are 
forced into labor or services 

through force, fraud, or coercion. 
Traffickers recruit, harbor, 

transport, or purchase their 
victims.



Sex trafficking is the recruitment, 

harboring, provision, or obtaining of 

a person in order that a commercial 

sex act can be induced, often by 

force, fraud, or coercion.



There are approximately at 27 million 

slaves—victims of trafficking—worldwide 

today, more than at any other time in 

history. 80% of these victims are 

exploited for sex.



Human trafficking is a multi-billion dollar 

industry. It is the second largest crime in 

the United States, but it is quickly 

catching up to the largest crime in the US, 

drug trafficking, for a simple reason: a 

bag of cocaine can only be sold one time; 

human beings can be trafficked multiple 

times (estimates are between 15 and 40 

times a day) and then sold to another 

trafficker.



US citizens account for 25% of sex tourists 

worldwide and 80% in Latin America.



Over 200,000 youth are victims of 

commercial sexual exploitation within 

the United States.



A victim of trafficking may look like many 

of the people you see every day.



 Common Work and Living Conditions: The 
Individual(s) in Question

• Is not free to leave or come and go as he/she wishes

• Is under 18 and is providing commercial sex acts

• Is in the commercial sex industry and has a pimp / manager

• Is unpaid, paid very little, or paid only through tips

• Works excessively long and/or unusual hours

• Is not allowed breaks or suffers under unusual restrictions at 
work

• Owes a large debt and is unable to pay it off

• Was recruited through false promises concerning the nature 
and conditions of his/her work

• High security measures exist in the work and/or living 
locations (e.g. opaque windows, boarded up windows, bars on 
windows, barbed wire, security cameras, etc.)



Poor Mental Health or Abnormal 

Behavior

• Is fearful, anxious, depressed, submissive, tense, 

or nervous/paranoid

• Exhibits unusually fearful or anxious behavior 

after bringing up law enforcement

• Avoids eye contact

Poor Physical Health

• Lacks health care

• Appears malnourished

• Shows signs of physical and/or sexual abuse, 

physical restraint, confinement, or torture



Lack of Control
• Has few or no personal possessions
• Is not in control of his/her own money, no financial 

records, or bank account
• Is not in control of his/her own identification 

documents (ID or passport)
• Is not allowed or able to speak for themselves (a 

third party may insist on being present and/or 
translating)

Other Claims of just visiting and 
inability to clarify where he/she is 
staying/address
• Lack of knowledge of whereabouts and/or do not 

know what city he/she is in
• Loss of sense of time
• Has numerous inconsistencies in his/her story



Call the National Trafficking 

Hotline and leave an 

anonymous tip:

1.888.3737.888



Pray.  Pray for victims and perpetrators of 

human trafficking, and for the strength 

and courage not to be a bully, not to look 

at pornography, not to produce excess 

trash (you should always reduce, reuse, 

and recycle), and not to listen to how 

media says you should look and act. 



 It’s not just a catchy phrase.  It’s a very real way to help 

fight natural resource exploitation by reducing the 

need for landfills.

 Be creative in how you reuse.  There are many ways to 

bless other people while also fighting natural resource 

exploitation.  For example:  A group of women in 

Illinois gathers once a week to transform plastic 

shopping bags into mats for homeless men, women, 

and children.  The women cut bags into the strips 

needed to crochet 6-by-3 foot mats. The mats are 

waterproof and can be rolled up and tied for easy 

transport. Each bedroll takes between 35-40 hours to 

complete and uses 500-700 bags.  What a neat way to 

re-use plastic shopping bags!



Make a conscious choice to 

purchase 

Fair Trade items.



Further educate yourself, your 

friends, and your family 

members about human 

exploitation and take steps to 

raise awareness about the 

issue.



Finally, you can remember this: As you 

understand and practice the basic 

principle that, “God loves me, God 

loves others; therefore I should love 

others,” you not only create a world 

without exploiters but you also play 

a part in being a generation that 

does not stand for human 

exploitation but understands the 

cost and value of human life.  




