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INTRODUCTION 

 
What’s the first thing that comes to mind when you hear the phrase “3D?” For most of us, we think of 
movies or TV shows that require special glasses to view. Maybe we remember our first experience with 3D, 
which is actually not a new technological advancement. 
 
The earliest patents on using 3D date back to 1894. 3D really burst on the scene with the release of movies 
like Jaws in 3D in the 1980s. With another recent surge in 3D movies, shows, and even channels dedicated 
exclusively to 3D content, an entire market of televisions, monitors, and video gaming consoles came along 
with it. 
 
Why do we love viewing movies in 3D? Why do we keep improving this technology to make it better and 
better? Researchers point to our desire to be involved in what we are viewing; to be entirely immersed in 
the circumstances, places, and the plot lines; to be emotionally engaged to the point that the line between 
technology and the real world almost completely disappears. 
 
Involved. Immersed. Emotional. Engaged. These are words that should not be limited to our use of 
technology. These are words we could easily use to describe God’s desire for us when it comes to His 
mission in the world. 
 
God doesn’t want us to stop at having a head knowledge of or an awareness of what He is doing in the 
world. He wants us to be personally involved in His mission across the street and across the world. He 
wants us to be fully immersed, joining our everyday lives with His everyday mission. He wants us to be 
emotionally engaged where we are moved with compassion for those who have not heard or responded to 
the good news of Jesus. 

 
But how? How can we be involved, immersed, and emotionally engaged in God’s mission? Paul’s prayer 
for the church at Philippi helps us understand how we can view and engage in Missions in 3D. 

 
Read text: Philippians 1:9-11 
 
Paul’s opening to his letter expresses his gratitude to the Philippian church for their partnership in the 
gospel (verses 3-5) followed by his expression of affection for them and the work God is doing among them 
(verses 6-8). It is out of his gratitude and affection for them that he prays for them in verses 9-11. His 
prayer applied to our lives will help us see and live Missions in 3D. 
 
 
 



Paul’s prayer: 
1. That your love will abound in diversity. (verse 9a) 

a. Love = agape; a sacrificial love of God and others 
b. Abound = over and above; to exceed the ordinary 
c. Paul’s prayer and God’s call is for us to love others in a way that goes beyond the norm – 

this means we understand two critical truths: 
i. The diversity of gifts 

1. Each one of us is gifted in unique ways to demonstrate God’s love 
(Romans 12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11) 

ii. The diversity of recipients 
1. God calls us to go “beyond the norm” in demonstrating His love to all 

nations. (Psalm 96:3; Matthew 28:19-20) 
d. How has God gifted you to demonstrate His love? Are you going beyond the norm to use 

your gifts to tell the nations of God’s love? 
 

2. That you will discern the will of God. (verses 9b-10) 
a. Paul’s prayer for the church of Philippi to have “all discernment” was for a unique clarity 

and certainty in knowing and doing the will of God - that they would be able to cut through 
the haze to clearly know and do God’s will. 

b. Seeing and living Missions in 3D calls us to have the same discernment that we might: 
i. Clearly know God’s will 

“approve what is excellent” – in the cloud of moral confusion, we can discern 
what is right and of God and what is not; our reliance is upon His Word 
(Psalm 1) 

ii. Obediently do God’s will 
“be pure and blameless” – in our action and reactions, that we might honor the 
Lord; that we might carry out His plans in our lives;  
that we would be obedient to His call, whatever it might cost us. (James 1:22-
25) 

c. God wants us to know His will and to do His will – how well are you discerning and 
obeying?  

 
3. That you will mature and multiply as a disciple. (verse 11) 

a. Paul’s prayer for the Philippians and God’s desire for His children is that we might bear 
fruit. Jesus cast a vision for His people that we are branches attached to Him, the True 
Vine. In Him and through Him, we will bear much fruit (John 15:1-8). Paul picks up on this 
same vibrant illustration in his prayer. 

b. Paul’s prayer and God’s desire: 
i. That we would produce the fruit of a mature disciple 

That our lives would be continually changed by Jesus; that the fruit of the 
Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) would be more and more evident in our lives. 

ii. That we would produce the fruit of a multiplying disciple 
That through our lives lived on mission, many others would come to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

c. All of this to the glory of God, the only One who can bring it all about! 
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Are you growing as a disciple? Are you leading others to Jesus and making more disciples?   
 

Missions in 3D – a call for you and me to be immersed, involved, and emotionally engaged in God’s 
mission. Our prayer is that God would show us how we can demonstrate His love in a diversity of ways to a 
diversity of people; that God would give us unique discernment to clearly know and do His will; that He 
would empower us as disciples to mature and to multiply. 
 
Are you seeing and engaging in Missions in 3D? Make this your prayer and then immerse yourself in 
God’s mission today! 
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