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Scripture: 7 Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the presence of all Israel, “Be strong and courageous, for 
you must go with this people into the land that the Lord swore to their ancestors to give them, and you must divide it among 
them as their inheritance. 8 The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. 
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”

Jon Jamison, Director, Compassion Ministries,
South Carolina Baptist Convention

Deuteronomy 31:7-8

Introduction

When was the last time someone told you to ‘Be strong’ or ‘don’t be afraid?’ It probably wasn’t on your way to eat ice cream. 
You probably weren’t told to ‘not be discouraged’ while setting off on a vacation. 

We’re reminded to ‘Be strong’ or to ‘not be discouraged’ when we are walking through pain or difficulty. We are encouraged 
to ‘not be afraid’ when things are uncertain or dangerous.

You and I need these words of support when life is about to go sideways.

Death was imminent for Moses, who led and walked with Israel for 40 years. He was passing the mantle of leadership and 
calling Joshua (and all of Israel) to walk on without him. He understood, first-hand, the types of challenges they would face. 
Remember, he had seen slavery in Egypt. He had experienced the absence of food and water. He had felt the wavering faith 
and grumbling of Israel. Unfortunately, Moses knew such challenges would continue to face Israel as they moved towards 
the Promised Land.

But Moses had also seen God stand the waters of the Red Sea up like walls. He had known the taste of manna from heaven 
and had actually seen YHWH from the cleft in the rock. Moses, perhaps like no other, had experienced the faithfulness of 
God’s covenant relationship. These words from Moses were born out of experience. Israel needed these words and you and 
I need them for the next mountain we have to climb or waters we have to walk through.

It was going to be tempting for Israel to focus on the absence of Moses. How could they go on without him? He was, after 
all, the one who had led them all these years. Moses was certainly an important presence in Israel, but it was always God, 
not Moses, who had sustained them. God was the one who would continue to sustain them in the future. The absence of 
Moses didn’t mean the absence of God. Moses’ charge for Joshua was to carry on because God was still with them.
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What does this have to do with missions?

God has called us to a monumental task. A task that can be dangerous, difficult and discouraging. The Great Commission 
directs us to “make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 
(Matthew 28:19)

Daunting, isn’t it? Why shouldn’t we be afraid? Why wouldn’t we lean towards discouragement, with all the challenges in our 
path?

We shouldn’t be afraid, and we won’t be discouraged because the very creator of the universe himself has promised to go 
before us. He has promised, not only to be with us, but said He will never leave nor forsake us (Matthew 28:20). That is why 
we won’t be afraid nor discouraged. God Himself walks with us into the unknown and supplies all the strength and courage 
we will need for the difficult road ahead.

As South Carolina Baptists, we understand how important the Janie Chapman State Missions Offering is, but will the next 
generation? We understand the call to a missions lifestyle, but will our Joshua? Like Moses, we have seen the hand of God 
move among us. Now to whom will we pass this mantle of leadership? Who are our Joshuas? You and I learn a great deal 
from Moses in how he understood the past while also paving the way for the future. Will we?

I. Understand God’s Promises

For Moses, knowing God had promised to be with them was key to his confidence. Had God not promised to be with 
them, they would most certainly be afraid. They couldn’t do this on their own!

Do you know God’s promises to you? Knowing His promises gives you the luxury of focusing on Him rather than the 
difficulties that lie before you.

How will you know God’s promises? You will know His promises by spending time with Him and in His Word. In Joshua 
1:8, God commands Joshua, “Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night…” 

Live in God’s Word. Listen to His voice. Know His Promises.

II. Trust in God’s Character

Do you believe God is good? Have you seen Him part the waters of your own Red Sea? When we understand what 
God has promised and we trust His character, we live as confident children of God. His promises span the Old and New 
Testaments, as does His faithfulness. Trusting in God’s character means we believe He will do what He said He will do. 
Jesus assures His disciples in Matthew 28:20, “…And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

 He is good. He is faithful. He is with us.

III. Move with God’s Presence

Joshua was an accomplished military leader, but this isn’t why he was called to ‘not be afraid.’ We aren’t called to move 
past fear because of ourselves or anything from within. Our confidence rests solely in the power and presence of God. 
     Our abilities are limited and there is much we cannot do, but with God all things are possible (Matthew 19:26). Whether 
we are the ones who have led for a generation or the ones being prepared to lead or are simply among the masses following 
in faithful obedience, God’s power, presence and faithfulness is what overcomes our tendency towards fear. The future is 
unknown to us, but not to God. 
     Go. Move with confidence.
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Call to Action

Moses was a strong leader and Joshua, likewise, had been groomed for the task ahead. But the Kingdom of God isn’t just 
for people with titles nor is it reserved for those who walk out front. The whole family is called to walk with God into the 
future.

Where is God leading you? As Christ followers, we understand we are called to follow Him, right? Recognizing how Jesus is 
actively involved in our communities, helps us orient ourselves to how we might follow. So, to whom is He preparing you to 
lead and serve? Is He calling you to serve your schools? Perhaps He is leading you to care for your city’s vulnerable. Who 
do you know who is close to you, but far from God? Though it may seem daunting and fear might be bubbling to the surface, 
remember, God himself will walk with you, just like He walked with Joshua and Israel. He paves the way. 

Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. 

Go.


