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Scripture: “7Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the presence of all Israel, ‘Be Strong and courageous, for 
you must go with the people into the land that the Lord swore to their ancestors to give them, and you must divide it among 
them as their inheritance. 8The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. 
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” Deuteronomy 31:7-8 (NIV)  
Focal Passage: “The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be 
afraid; do not be discouraged.” Deuteronomy 31:8, New International Version (NIV)
Music: Congregational Music: 
 •  “Take My Life, Lead Me Lord,” Baptist Hymnal, 2008, Page 540, Baptist Hymnal, 1975, Page 366, Baptist Hymnal, 

1991, Page 287
 •  “He Leadeth Me! O Blessed Thought,” Baptist Hymnal, 2008, Page 81, Baptist Hymnal, 1991, Page 52, Baptist 

Hymnal, 1975, Page 218 
 •  “Trusting Jesus,” Baptist Hymnal, 2008, Page 515; Baptist Hymnal, 1991, Page 417, Baptist Hymnal, 1975, Page 

441
Contemporary Music:
 • “God Will Make A Way,” Don Moen

Joy Bolton, GA Leader, Summerville Baptist Church, Summerville, writer
 

INTRODUCTION

In every language there are what we call idioms, expressions that denote meaning far beyond the actual words. Those 
who are learning a new language can find these idioms challenging. The phrase “pave the way” is one such expression.

This phrase evokes a mental picture of road equipment preparing a new road. The idea behind the phrase is to “To create 
a situation in which it is easier for someone to do something or something to happen.”1

As Moses prepared to hand over leadership to Joshua who would lead the Israelites into the Promised Land, he had a 
message for the people: God would pave the way! “The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never 
leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged” (Deuteronomy. 31:8 NIV).

In South Carolina missions, there are ministries which pave the way for people to hear the gospel. There are people who 
serve faithfully, paving the way for gospel opportunities. The Holy Spirit paves the way to prepare people to respond to the 
message of salvation. And you pave the way as you pray for state missions and as you give to the Janie Chapman Offering.

Season of Prayer 2019
For Janie Chapman Offering for State Missions, Missions Education,

and Kingdom ADVANCE in South Carolina

Leaders Guide
Pave the Way

1  https://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/pave+the+way+for



2

2019 For  Jan ie  Chapman Offe r ing  fo r  S ta te  Miss ions ,  M iss ions  Educat ion ,  and  K ingdom ADVANCE in  South  Caro l ina

 
HUNGER MINISTRIES PAVE THE WAY

OPERATION CARE
“Words can never thank you enough for reminding me that God loves me and has great plans for me. You see, I was 

homeless, living in the woods with no food, no hope, and freezing cold in the winter.” These words of testimony were written 
to Operation Care last year in a four-page letter of thanks for this ministry.

“One morning a lady named Lori came and woke me up and said … she would take me somewhere that I could get 
help… When we arrived, a lady named Martha came out, hugged me, and said ‘You are freezing. Come in, get warm, and 
eat a snack.’ She held my face in her hands and said what would change my life forever. ‘Honey, God loves you and  
so do I.’”

“That single act of kindness has changed my life,” says Anita Bricker. Through the ministry of Operation Care, Anita has 
been reunited with her family, gone back to college, and remained drug free. 

Operation Care got its start in 1995 with a ministry called Tree of Love located in the Palmetto Baptist Association 
office. Kathy Cannon, association family ministry director at the time, felt God’s leadership to reach out to the community in 
providing Christmas gifts for needy children. That year the Palmetto Association in Williamston served nearly 250 children. 
When they delivered the presents, many parents asked if they also had food.

Palmetto Association quickly realized that food was not just something needed for Christmas. In 1999 an empty 
parsonage was made available for a food bank and clothes closet. Operation Care quickly began having 150 to 200 families 
a month. Since its inception, Operation Care has served over 3000 families at least once and have seen over 300 salvations.

Operation Care moved to the campus of Palmetto Baptist Association in 2005. This location was more convenient and 
allowed the ministry to serve the community better. Operation Care is open Monday to Friday from 9-11 a.m. Thirteen 
volunteers work in the office and serve bags of groceries. While clients wait for their turn, volunteers share Christ. New 
clients receive a Bible and the nearest church is contacted for follow-up.  

Operation Care also assists clients in finding jobs and paying utilities if funds are available. Martha, their “resident 
greeter,” serves up snacks and coffee for everyone. Ministry volunteers seek to become friends with the clients, many of 
whom are senior adults who rely on Operation Care to live every day. Children have an area to color and play.

GREAT NEED
There is great need for hunger ministries around the world, including South Carolina. Food insecurity affects many 

households and is often a hidden problem. While school meal programs and weekend food bags help, there are many 
who do not have enough food. Undernourished children do not learn well. Undernourished adults find work difficult. 
Undernourished senior adults often choose to go without food in order to cover other basic expenses (such as medicine).

The words of Jesus, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat” (Matthew 25:35 NIV) ring true at Operation 
Care and in hunger ministries across South Carolina. These ministries are led by churches and associations to provide 
food assistance and alleviate conditions that lead to hunger. While meeting immediate needs will pave the way for gospel 
conversations, moving from relief to development is critical. “It is easy to set up a hunger ministry,” says Jon Jamison, 
Compassion Ministry leader for the South Carolina Baptist Convention (SCBC). “But we need to move from relief to a 
development mindset. Long term relationships are key to addressing deeper issues.”

Through the Janie Chapman Offering, the SCBC is able to partner with a number of SCBC related associations, 
churches, and other ministries to provide annual grants to help with hunger and ESL (English as a Second Language) 
ministry expenses. In addition, hunger ministries may apply for help with the cost of food through a reimbursement process. 
Complete information about eligibility and the application process are found on the SCBC website: www.scbaptist.org/
hunger-relief-ministries. 

Additional hunger ministry sites are needed in South Carolina. A map showing the locations of known hunger ministries 
with ties to the SCBC points to places in the state without any hunger ministry in the area. (A map of current SCBC related 
hunger ministry locations is included on the 2019 State Missions DVD.)
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GOSPEL OPPORTUNITIES
Hunger relief ministries Pave the Way for sharing the gospel. Mike Baker, Director of Missions for Palmetto Baptist 

Association, reported that in 2018 through the ministry of Operation Care, he personally had 281 evangelistic contacts and 
the staff had many more. Six were saved, many counseled about life, and four men were helped to get needed jobs to earn 
their own way.

Monthly reports from hunger ministries across South Carolina report not only the number of households served, but also 
professions of faith and baptisms. Clearly sharing the gospel is the ultimate goal of hunger ministry.

“God plants us in a town for a reason,” according to Kathy Cannon. “So many little towns fall into the cracks. This is a 
wonderful avenue for sharing the gospel.”

PAVE THE WAY IN PRAYER: 
•  Pray for gospel conversations each day at Operation Care and other hunger ministries in South Carolina.
•  Pray for volunteers as they work with clients, sort food, prepare food bags, and share the gospel. 
•  Pray for people to be open to the gospel when they come for food.
•  Pray for follow-up by area churches to engage individuals and families in spiritual growth and discipleship.
•  Pray for hunger ministries to move from just meeting immediate needs to deeper work with individuals and families. 
•  Pray for new hunger ministries to be started.

PAVE THE WAY THROUGH CHURCH PLANTING

How would you feel if you sensed God’s leading to a ministry but were told “you are not ready yet.” That’s what Sean 
Rheaume was told when he applied to be a church planter with the South Carolina Baptist Convention (SCBC). Yet, these 
were the very words he needed to hear because they paved the way to a church planting internship.

“Many years ago I felt the call to plant a church. Instead I joined a church plant that was six months old,” said Sean 
Rheaume. After serving on the staff at Pointe North Church in Moncks Corner, Sean and his wife again felt God’s leadership 
to church planting. He applied with the SCBC and began the Discover process which includes the application and pre-
assessment. After attending a retreat for church planters, the SCBC recommended that Sean start a residency with 
Restoration Community Church in Hanahan.

“We have been overwhelmed by how the SCBC has been a help, from the initial assessment which pointed out several 
areas I needed to work on, to the internship with Adam Spurlock and Restoration Church, to the constant intense training we 
get on a regular basis,” said Rheaume. “Adam so graciously agreed to take me in and allow me to shadow them and learn 
the processes and programs of Restoration Church. It was an incredible time of encouragement and learning that I am very 
grateful for.”

Sean and his family began making connections on Johns Island to begin the church plant while still interning with 
Restoration Church. “We longed to see God do on Johns Island what He did in Moncks Corner. I wish I could say it was a 
clear call booming from the sky, but it was more like a terrifying step of faith, hoping and praying that God was in the move.”

GETTING STARTED
Johns Island was chosen as a church planting target because of the population growth on the island. There are not many 

churches on the island and natural barriers tend to limit how far people will travel to go to church. 
“We were not blessed with a launch team from a church or a staff at all. It was my wife, my mother and I,” said Rheaume. 

“We began to engage people on the island. We put together a church name, website and schedule for ministry. The church 
name was chosen after a visit to Angel Oak. “It identifies us with the island and speaks to the community feel we desire to 
have.”

Live Oak Church did a “soft launch” in January 2019 by holding services in the education building of First Baptist Church 
of Johns Island. In the early months only six of the 30+ people attending Live Oak would be considered weekly churchgoers. 
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The rest have come through engaging with them in the community. “I began to dialog with my barber who lives on Johns 
Island about visiting and checking us out. I have used Facebook and engaged people with the gospel online. Really, it is just 
a matter of being ‘out there’ and being open.”

A move to Angel Oak Elementary School on Palm Sunday with an afternoon community Easter Egg Hunt was “Launch 
2.0” as a bigger introduction of the church plant to the community. People from the core group were on hand in Live Oak 
Church t-shirts to welcome guests. “Unlike an established church, a church plant needs EVERYONE to step up. Nobody 
gets to sit and watch,” said Rheaume. “There is an excitement of seeing God do something new every week. The trick is to 
make sure we are making people fans of Jesus and not fans of Live Oak Church, which is not always an easy task.”

“What I would like South Carolina Baptists to know about church planting is not to be afraid. Don’t see a new church 
moving into your neighborhood as competition or the enemy. Rather, see that they are co-laborers in Christ. They are 
usually scared, underfunded and understaffed. Instead of being afraid of them, go visit, pray and encourage them. Find 
ways to collaborate and reach your community for Jesus,” encouraged Rheaume. “When a new church comes in, it raises 
the spiritual temperature of the whole community. So ride the wave with them and see it as an opportunity to renew your 
church’s focus on evangelism.”

JANIE CHAPMAN OFFERING 
To help church planters get started, the Janie Chapman Offering provides funds for church planting training and stipends. 

Monthly stipends are available through an application process for church planting residencies and for church planters. These 
are provided through one-year agreements for up to three years. “The convention is very generous to church planters in 
assisting financially and in training on the fundraising process,” explained Rheaume.

The Janie Chapman Offering is a critical source of support for church planting according to Cliff Marshall, Church Planting 
Team Leader for the SCBC. “If we are going to see our state saturated and transformed by the hope of the gospel, starting 
and restarting churches is an absolute necessity,” Marshall emphasizes. “The money given to the Janie Chapman offering 
for state missions makes it possible to plant more churches and reach more people.”

LEARN MORE
The Start Network of the SCBC exists to mobilize a healthy church planting network in South Carolina. The goal is to 

plant churches with solid theology, cooperative relationships, and sacrificial giving that add immediate value by meeting 
real needs in their communities. The church planting process includes an application, pre-assessment, invitation, retreat, 
orientation, training, and coaching. It is the goal of the SCBC that new churches will continue the cycle by starting other new 
congregations who serve others, share hope, send workers, and start new work themselves.  

Church planting begins with Discovery. If you sense God’s call to church planting, learn more about joining the movement 
at: www.scbaptist.org/church-planting

PAVE THE WAY THROUGH PRAYER 
•  Pray for wisdom in identifying locations where church plants are needed to share the gospel with unreached people.
•  Pray for established churches to embrace church planting and to collaborate with church planting efforts.
•  Pray for a movement of multiplying churches in which churches take responsibility for seeing areas that need churches.
•  Pray that God will raise up church planters with the calling and characteristics needed for healthy church planting.
•  Pray for the finances of church plants as they rent space and have other start-up expenses.
•  Pray for the hearts of the people in the community to be open to the gospel of Jesus.
•  Pray for leadership for church plants, including lead pastors and other church staff members.
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PAVE THE WAY THROUGH COLLEGIATE MISSIONS 

VOLUNTEER-LED CAMPUS MINISTRY
A baptism to remember took place in the fountain of USC-Aiken when a student who had come to Christ through Baptist 

Collegiate Ministries (BCM) wanted to be baptized. The whole BCM and leaders from her local church gathered at the 
fountain as she was baptized declaring her faith on the campus.

BCM is a vital avenue of South Carolina state missions. Through BCM, the gospel is shared on college and university 
campuses across the state. Seventeen active BCM ministries are reaching students at 37 different schools. Several Baptist 
Collegiate Ministries are led by volunteers. The Janie Chapman Offering provides for ministry programming resources which 
enables BCM to function on several of the smaller campuses in the state.

A great example of a volunteer-led BCM is USC-Aiken which is directed by Gina Booth, a member of Millbrook Baptist 
Church and a banker by profession. Gina is a product of the BCM at USC-Aiken and has led the ministry for over 10 years. 
BCM at USC-Aiken has an active, vibrant ministry on the campus and in the Aiken Baptist Association.  A ministry team from 
the BCM leads services in local churches and has participated in both disaster relief and international missions trips. Many 
people in the local churches of the Aiken area have been impacted by this important ministry – led by a layperson who has 
felt a call to serve the campus!

“BCMs paves the way to sharing the gospel by equipping students with training and opportunities to share,” explains 
Booth. “We go on missions trips every year, and we also do Service Saturdays where we go for a few hours to do local 
missions work. We do little outreach days like giving away Valentines or Easter eggs with candy and a Bible verse or by 
giving away Chick-fil-A biscuits for breakfast before class. We do big outreach days like Welcome Back! parties at the dorms 
or Stress Fest at the end of the year.”

The USC-Aiken BCM meets on Tuesday evenings. Almost every week a pastor from a local church speaks to the group. 
Sometimes pastors come for multiple weeks and do a series. “This really helps build relationships between the students and 
pastors,” said Booth. “We also get churches to provide food for meetings. We have an Impact Team that goes out during the 
spring semester and does the Sunday night service for churches in the area. We share skits, songs, and testimonies and the 
churches provide a love offering for our missions trips.”

“South Carolina Baptists should be very proud of the Baptist Collegiate Ministries in the state,” Booth continued. “We are 
vital in getting young people involved in our churches and giving students opportunities for spiritual growth that they wouldn’t 
find anywhere else.”

STUDENT SUMMER MISSIONS
“I would not be the person I am today without the experiences that I got from going on summer missions through BCM,” 

according to John Michael Alexander, who participated in summer missions in Alaska through SCBC BCM. “I have seen 
more lives changed through it than I can count. Alaska was a turning point for me in my walk with Christ and my call to 
missions.”

This testimonial about the impact of summer missions through BCM is repeated over and over every year. Your prayers 
and gifts to the Janie Chapman Offering pave the way.

College is a time of learning and new life experiences. Students are introduced to many different world views and often 
find themselves searching to know what they believe, not just what was handed down by family and others. BCM becomes a 
place to explore and affirm a Christian world view. Summer missions is then an avenue to put personal faith into practice.

Alaska
For several years, South Carolina BCM has partnered with Camp Baldwin, a ministry of the Tanana Valley Baptist 

Association in Delta Junction, Alaska. Students serve as the camp counselors throughout the summer and also serve the 
local community. Before the camp season starts, students spend their days teaching Sunday School at a local church, 
helping to lead Vacation Bible School, and helping people in the community with jobs like chopping wood.



6

2019 For  Jan ie  Chapman Offe r ing  fo r  S ta te  Miss ions ,  M iss ions  Educat ion ,  and  K ingdom ADVANCE in  South  Caro l ina

The children and youth who attend camp and other activities range in age from kindergarten to high school. Collegiate 
counselors are responsible for the kids all day and night. This responsibility is a great learning experience for the college 
students. 

“Being with our kids all day while they are at camp lets us form close bonds with them,” said Alexander. “We take the kids 
to do crafts, play games, worship, campfire activities, hear a message from the pastor, and then lead them in a Bible study 
each night. We always strive to have a one-to-one conversation with each of the kids. In these conversations, we learn about 
their home lives, their talents, their interests, and it always ends up at a gospel conversation.”

Shyanne Joye spent two months in Alaska working with two churches as well as Camp Baldwin.  She helped with 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) in churches in Delta Junction and Salcha, as well as leading a community outreach carnival 
with the Salcha church. During the weeks of camp, Saturdays were typically “work days” to help people in the community 
chop and stack wood, cut grass, or build a shed. On Sundays, counselors went back to teach Sunday School at Salcha 
Baptist Church.

“The ministry directly puts the summer missionaries in a position to share the gospel with kids and teenagers through 
teaching VBS, Sunday School, and being a counselor at a Christian summer camp,” said Joye. “It also allowed us to serve 
the community with acts of love that required no payment, which displayed Christ’s love more than words could have.”

Peru
High in the Andes Mountains of Peru it is difficult for visitors to breathe the thin air, yet the village of Mara needed a 

gospel witness. Several volunteers attempted to go but would become sick each time. Eventually God connected Joel and 
Mary Frances Cloninger, along with her mother, Rhonda, with this village through their church. Joel made his first trip to Peru 
with a group from Camp McCall over 10 years ago and had continued going each year. The Cloningers discovered that flying 
into Lima, then into Cusco, followed by the six-hour van ride up the mountain, helped them slowly adjust to the altitude.

After becoming the Celebration Worship leader at New Prospect Baptist Church in Anderson, Cloninger encouraged the 
church to get more involved with ministry in Peru.

When Pam Creamer became the Director of Missions for the church, she traveled with the Cloningers to visit the village. 
An International Mission Board missionary joined them on the trip and introduced the concept of Storying the Bible. Each 
day, the team would learn to tell a new Bible story, then go into the village to meet people, engage them in conversation, and 
then with the help of an interpreter, tell the Bible story.

New Prospect began sending a team each summer and invited students from Clemson BCM to join the team. The first 
year one student came along, followed by a few more the next year. In 2018, a request for a short-term team was shared 
statewide and four students from across the state went for two weeks. For 2019, the IMB approved making this an 8-week 
summer project and four girls were selected to work in the village. 

The majority of the Quecha people in Mara are farmers. Arturo, interpreter for the volunteers, helped them understand 
that if they wanted to share Bible stories with the people, they would need to go where the people are. “Arturo began leading 
our teams further up into the mountains,” explained Creamer. “Our teams have planted and harvested potatoes, mashed 
potatoes with their feet getting them ready for winter, killed pigs, and chased animals. When they sit down to eat or rest, they 
have earned the right to tell a Bible story and the love of God. This has taken work and ministry in the village to a higher 
level.”

The work in Mara has taken root and a small church was started in the village by believers from Cusco. The Cusco 
church leaders have now been trained in Bible storying as well as students from a local seminary. Last year 12 Peruvian 
seminary students joined the team in the village and more are expected this year.

“I want South Carolina Baptists to know the sacrifice that students are willing to make for the sake of the gospel,” 
emphasized Creamer. “They could be making a lot of money or spending their time in recreational activities. They are not 
getting paid to spend their entire summer sharing the gospel. It is a calling and they have answered that calling willingly. 
They have to raise their own support to pay for their flight, food, and lodging. For many of these students this is a huge step 
of faith. They have never done anything like this before. In 2018, one of the guys had never been on a plane, and yet he flew 
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all the way to Peru! It is also a time that God will speak and this may very well be the time He will call these students into full-
time service. At the very least, they will realize they can share their faith at home without going to another country. Storying 
is something we can all use and it’s very easy and non-threatening.”

MOBILIZING STUDENTS
SC BCMissions is a statewide missions initiative through BCM of the SCBC to mobilize students for missions. Through a 

SCBC application process, students are selected to serve in a variety of North American and international positions. 
Summer missions opportunities in North America are fully funded through the Janie Chapman Offering including 

transportation and insurance. Students serve in places such as Connie Maxwell Children’s Home, church planting sites, 
work with refugees (Clarkston, Georgia), Mission Arlington (Texas), Camp Baldwin (Alaska), and Mosaic Campus Ministry 
(Anchorage, Alaska). SC BCM also works with the North American Mission Board to place students in GenSend sites such 
as Denver or Puerto Rico.  Ministry opportunities vary from year to year.

International projects include both full summer and short-term experiences. Several opportunities are in partnership 
with the International Mission Board while others are in cooperation with SC churches. Recent full summer international 
locations include Peru, Chile, Uganda, Romania, Italy, and India. Short-term trips to Nova Scotia, Cuba, North Africa, and the 
Netherlands have provided opportunities to do collegiate outreach and church planting.

Orientation and commissioning for student summer missions takes place in April each year. Students receive cultural and 
safety training as part of the orientation. Parents also attend their own orientation to help them understand what to expect 
and how to support their students. The Janie Chapman Offering helps with the expenses of this time of orientation and 
training. The Janie Chapman Offering also provides grants of $200-$1000 per student to help with the cost of international 
summer missions. Students raise their own support for the balance of the cost.
Learn more at www.goandsend.org.  

PAVE THE WAY IN PRAYER 
•   Pray for BCM work on South Carolina college and university campuses. Pray for gospel conversation with students.
•   Pray for students to apply for summer missions. Applications open in October and are due by early February.
•   Pray for the projects to be selected.
•   Pray for the selection process with the students.
•   Pray for adequate funding for summer missions. This includes the Janie Chapman Offering as well as funding raised by 

the students.
•   Pray for SCBC BCM leadership. Ken Owens served as the SCBC BCM Director for 18 years and has recently transitioned 

to serve as the Missions Mobilization Team leader. Pray for the new campus ministry leader.

PAVE THE WAY TO UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUPS

When Tim Sieberhagen received a call inviting him to join a team going to Greece to work among refugees from North 
Africa and the Middle East, he knew that God was leading him to respond. Tim already had a heart for refugees and Middle 
Eastern Muslims. “I’m in,” he told Tim Rice, Missions Mobilization consultant with the South Carolina Baptist Convention 
(SCBC).

Three churches came together to send the first team. Riverbend Community Church, Kittiwake Baptist Church, and 
Willow Ridge Church formed a partnership in cooperation with SCBC to serve refugees in Greece. Through connections with 
a refugee camp, these and other volunteers pave the way for sharing the gospel.

“Middle Eastern Muslims are among those coming to a place where we can reach them,” said Sieberhagen. “It opens 
up doors to the gospel when they come as refugees. How often does someone from South Carolina get to rub shoulders 
with people from Syria, Somalia, Ethiopia and other countries? They are coming to you and this gives us greater freedom. 
Refugees are desperate and much more open to hearing the gospel. Our acts of kindness make an impact.”

 “There are more people migrating now around the world than any time in history,” according to Robbie McAlister, SCBC 
People Group Strategist. “In Acts 17:26-27 the apostle Paul basically states that God controls the migrations of peoples so 
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that they would seek Him. So, we see this as a strategic moment that may not last forever.”
“In addition, those coming to the refugee camp represent some of the last people groups on earth to be reached with the 

gospel. They are truly unreached and from even unengaged people groups who are migrating to a place where we are free 
to engage them with the love of Jesus. And because of the crises they are escaping, many are questioning Islam and are 
open to a fresh look at the Good News of Jesus,” explained McAlister.

REFUGEE MINISTRY
Refugees from Syria, Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, and some African nations first enter Europe via islands off the coast of 

Greece. They are fleeing oppression or war and seeking a new life. Many of them have walked for weeks to get to the coast 
of Turkey where they climb into an unsteady rubber boat to cross the five treacherous miles of the Aegean Sea and land on 
the shores of the islands. 

It is very important that the first people who minister to these refugees who have lost everything are caring Christians. As 
a result, there are many refugees who have embraced Jesus Christ because of the love they experienced in the name of 
Jesus.

Refugees who arrive on Lesvos Island are processed through a refugee camp, staying anywhere from six months to 
two years. While both men and women are needed for refugee ministry, women are particularly critical for ministry among 
Muslim women due to cultural restrictions. 

To increase the impact of volunteer teams, a few volunteers are going for longer periods. They will arrive before a team 
to meet refugees and determine needs that the team can handle. Afterwards, they will stay a little longer for follow-up and 
to connect any who come to faith with local believers and ministries. Most refugees eventually go to Athens where there 
is a refugee community. In that community there are Christian ministries and some church plants. There is also a refugee 
network throughout Europe.

“Refugee ministry paves the way for the gospel,” explained Sieberhagen. “We discovered that few of the refugees had 
any understanding of the gospel when they arrived. Yet, when refugees who have been in the camp become believers, even 
at a later time, give a testimony, they will share that their salvation experience began in the camp. It is a strategic site for 
paving the way for gospel advancement into European Muslims.”

“Some refugees choose to go back home,” continued Sieberhagen, “because situations were better. It is our prayer that 
these would take the gospel back to their home countries. Stories are being told of refugees who have returned home and 
started churches.”

The Janie Chapman Offering provides training and materials for volunteers. The offering also provides audio Bibles in 
various languages to be given to refugees. These Bibles look like a “jump drive with earphones,” explained Sieberhagen. 
“The offering also provides SD cards which can be placed in cell phones to provide a gospel witness. Some of them also 
contain the Jesus Film.”

I KNOW WHY YOU ARE HERE
When Sieberhagen arrived in Greece, he knew that the Greek government was opposed to any form of religious 

proselytization. Although not allowed to initiate faith conversations, the team was permitted to share why they were there if 
asked. The team prayed they would be asked about their presence which would then open a door for a gospel conversation.

On the first day in the camp, the team was given responsibility for finding housing for new arrivals coming from various 
places in the Middle East. In the course of conversation with two families, instead of asking “Why are you here?”, they 
stated, “We know why you are here.”

When asked to explain, they said, “God has sent you to help us.” Sieberhagen was then able to respond, “That is true, 
but more specifically, Jesus has sent me to help you.” Through these conversations, Sieberhagen was able to tell the 
refugees that Jesus loved them, that He had placed His love in his heart, and had sent him to help them. This led to further 
spiritual conversations.

Sieberhagen shared the conversations in a team debriefing meeting that night. The team leader, who had been to the 
camp before, said he had never heard of this happening, let alone twice in the same day.
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That night, Sieberhagen called his wife to share with her the events of the day. She was not surprised. When asked why, 
she said “This morning before you went into the camp, I wrote out some very specific prayer requests in my prayer journal. 
One of them was that as you had contact with refugees, they would know why you were there before they asked.”

Sieberhagen was thrilled to report to his wife that not only had God answered her prayer, but used it to open the door to 
share the gospel. “It reminded me of the crucial role that prayer has in missions. When we pray for missions, we are not only 
praying for the work, we are DOING the work.”

REACHING THE NATIONS IN SOUTH CAROLINA
God is bringing people from nations around the world to South Carolina to study, work, and make this state home. “Our 

hope and dream would be that people who are exposed to the refugee crisis in Greece and other places globally will return 
home with a greater love for ethnic peoples in our own state and be involved in reaching out to those in our communities 
who are from other places,” encourages McAlister. “God has sovereignly brought many of these peoples to our own doorstep 
and instead of marginalizing them, we should love them and engage them with the gospel of Christ.

“In many cases we have not been faithful to go to them, so God has brought them to us – giving us a second chance to 
reach them for Jesus,” according to Nik Ripken, author of The Insanity of God and The Insanity of Obedience. “Jesus has 
called us to go locally and globally. It is the height of folly to take Jesus across the oceans while failing to share Him with our 
neighbors who live just across the street.”

“Western believing families must allow Muslims access to their homes, watching us as we model how believers love and 
raise their children, love and honor their wives,” explains Ripken. “How many non-believing families have visited your home 
for a meal this past year? Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhists tell us universally that ‘America is the loneliest place they have 
ever experienced.’ How will you change their perception?”

Sieberhagen echoes these sentiments. “Muslim cultures live in a fear-based religion. They know people look at them 
differently. The thing we can do is to show them love and reach out to them. They respond when we show love. They are just 
people seeking a better life.”

“We at the SCBC are available for training and to assist churches that desire to make reaching the ethnic peoples in their 
communities part of their evangelistic strategies,” explains McAlister. “Most of the refugees we see in Europe are people just 
like us that are fleeing violence and war and looking for a better future for their families just like we are. When people see 
this with their own eyes, it also changes their perspective on refugees in general. We are trying to help people get a fuller 
picture of the refugee issues and especially the gospel opportunities it affords us.”

South Carolina is home to both refugees and immigrants. Refugees are those who are unable to return to their countries 
due to persecution or war, while immigrants are those who migrate by choice in search of a better life. Sharing the gospel 
with all internationals has not only eternal impact, but also world-wide impact as believers share their faith in Christ with 
extended family in other countries. 

Ministries such as English as a Second Language (ESL) are being used to reach out to internationals and share the 
gospel. The Janie Chapman Offering has provided grants to ESL ministries to help with ministry expenses. Your gifts pave 
the way for sharing the gospel with internationals in South Carolina. 

PROJECT HELP REFUGEES
Project Help is an initiative of WMU to help churches learn more about current social and moral issues. Resources 

from WMU will help your church respond to the global refugee crisis. A series of articles at wmu.com/refugees provide 
background information and practical ways to be involved in ministry. Above all, these articles will help you pray for the 
needs of refugees and opportunities to share the gospel. Learn more: www.wmu.com/refugees.
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PAVE THE WAY THROUGH PRAYER
•  Pray that the gospel will reach every tongue and tribe around the world.
•  Pray for opportunities for volunteers at refugee camps to share the gospel.
•  Pray that refugees will ask why volunteers are helping them.
•  Pray that God will reveal to refugees why volunteers care.
•  Pray for more volunteers to respond to the ministry needs in Greece. Learn more: www.scbaptist.org/missions-mobilization

CONCLUSION

The South Carolina Baptist Convention sees a day when every church in our state is aggressively fulfilling the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:19-20) so that every life can be saturated and transformed by the hope of the gospel, beginning in 
South Carolina and extending to the ends of the earth. Your prayers and gifts to the Janie Chapman Offering help to Pave 
the Way for this Advance.  

Pave the Way for a gospel advance by learning all you can about South Carolina missions. Pray for the ministries taking 
place in our state and beyond. Give generously to support the work. Respond as God leads you to get involved. Remember 
that the Lord Himself will pave the way for you.

“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not 
be discouraged.” (Deuteronomy 31:8 New International Version).

What is your next move?
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1. Read Pave the Way.
2. Pray for guidance as you prepare and lead this season of prayer. Pray for those who will participate.
3.  Obtain resource items needed. If your church has none of the materials listed on page 18, contact state WMU at the 

phone number or email address found in the section entitled “For more information . . .,” item #C, page 18.
 4. Study the plan for your age-level.
 5. Gather resources and materials for each activity.
 6. Enlist others to assist you.

ADULTS - Dr. Laura Mohr, WMU Riverland Hills Baptist Church, Irmo, writer
 

BEFORE THE MEETING:   
Prepare with prayer. Read the Leaders Guide, review the videos and other resources available from South Carolina 
WMU. Decide which stories, resources, and/or videos will be most appropriate for your group and how much you will use 
depending on the make-up of your group and the time available for your program.  

PREPARE THE FOLLOWING: 
-  Make several cut out footsteps and place on the floor at entrance to the room or make a poster with footsteps and place at 

door entering the room. On the footsteps or poster write: Pave the Way. 
-  Make four posters one for each of the four focus areas for the program (listed below). The titles should be printed large 

enough for group to see and pictures that are representative of these types of ministries can be added. (Option: Have some 
GAs, RAs and/or CAs make the posters or use the Adult Procedures pictures – see Pages 23-26 of the Leaders Guide.) 
Use these to introduce each section of the presentation. On the back of each poster, write a summary of information 
selected from the Leaders Guide for each focus area presenter to read or present before showing a selected video. Make 
sure each summary emphasizes the theme, Pave the Way, and how the Janie Chapman Offering helps with that area of 
focus. 

1.  Hunger Ministries Pave the Way
2.  Pave the Way Through Church Planting
3.  Pave the Way Through Collegiate Missions
4.  Pave the Way to Unreached People Groups 

Print or make a copy of the focus area’s prayer needs (see Page 27 of the Leaders Guide) and give them to participants 
as they enter or place it on their chairs. These will be used at the end of the program during the “prayerwalk” time by 
participants and leader. Place a number 1, 2, 3 or 4 on each sheet.

MEAL/DISPLAY:   
If your church will provide a meal before the session or refreshments following the meeting, consider making a display 
centerpiece for each table or on the refreshment table. The centerpiece could be made of the non-perishable types of 
food items typically placed in the weekend snack packs that go home with needy children. Items such as cans of ravioli or 
spaghetti, mini cereal boxes, Ramen noodles, peanut butter, granola bars, small fruit cups or applesauce, Vienna sausages, 

Procedures for All Ages
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canned soup, or juice boxes would work well. Place a small sign by the display that explains how these food items may be 
used in ministry/mission. (Option for a related mission project: Have members bring items for a school snack pack program 
or another hunger project to donate after the meeting. As items are brought in, stack them up on a table to display with a 
sign that says: Feed the Hungry.) 

MUSIC:   
Choose one of the musical selections from the Leaders Guide for the group or an individual to sing, to listen to as an 
instrumental piece, or view from a video presentation at the beginning of program.  

DURING THE MEETING: 
Welcome and open with prayer and a musical selection. The leader then shares scripture and an introduction to the 2019 
Season of Prayer for State Missions and the Janie Chapman Missions Offering and Kingdom ADVANCE in South Carolina 
program from the “Introduction” in the Leaders Guide. Use or adapt the teaching procedures presented below and finish the 
program with a “Prayerwalk to Pave the Way” for the areas of focus. 

TEACHING PROCEDURES: 
The posters featuring the focus areas are given to four different presenters. As the leader introduces each area of focus one 
at a time, the presenter with that poster comes forward and shares information from the Leaders Guide summarized on the 
back of the poster. A video may be selected instead of the presenter sharing for one or more areas. If using the video, the 
poster(s) will be used for the prayerwalk at the end of the session. After information is shared on each area, whether ‘live’ or 
by video, the poster is placed in one of four different parts of the room on a wall or easel. The focus area presenter or other 
volunteer will lead the prayerwalk time for each area later in the session. After all areas are presented, the leader will share 
that a “prayerwalk” for these areas will be done by:

1.  A prayerwalk around the room for each area. If using this method, call attention to the number each person has on the 
prayer needs sheet. Each person will go to the focus area poster which corresponds to the number on their sheet and 
stand in front of or around the poster and pray for the needs listed. All four groups will be praying simultaneously, so voice 
levels should be noted.  The presenter for that area will lead prayers. If time permits the groups can rotate to the next area 
until all four areas have been walked, allowing about 3 minutes for each group. This will require the leader to monitor time 
and say “move” or ring a bell at the 3-minute mark. After the prayers, the group returns to their seats for the closing by the 
leader.   

2.  Instead of having the group walk around to each area, you may have the group stand and turn to face each of the four 
areas one at a time when it is time to pray for that area. The presenter of each focus area or another volunteer will lead 
the prayer starting with focus area 1, then 2, 3 and 4. After the prayer focus, the group sits down for the closing by the 
leader.

CLOSING:  
Share the envelopes and prayer guides for the 2019 Season of Prayer for State Missions, Missions Education and Kingdom 
ADVANCE in South Carolina. Then encourage the group to pray and to give to the 2019 Janie Chapman Offering. Close 
in prayer for missions in our state and ask that the Lord will Pave the Way for us to reach those who need to have a 
relationship with Him right here in South Carolina. 
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STUDENTS –  Becka Moore, WMU Associate Students, South Carolina WMU, writer

Teaching Aims: Students will 1) learn about missions work occurring throughout South Carolina, 2) be encouraged to pray 
for missions, and 3) be asked to commit to supporting missions work in South Carolina through the Janie Chapman Offering 
for State Missions, Missions Education, and Kingdom ADVANCE in South Carolina.

Before the Session: Read the Leaders Guide, Student Procedures and watch the state missions videos. Determine the 
learning activities that will meet the needs of your students and plan to share those activities. 

HUNGER MINISTRIES PAVE THE WAY

Watch: Video segment about Hunger Ministries 
Enlist: A student to share the information in Great Need under Hunger Ministries Pave the Way, from the Leaders Guide. 
Hunger Game: This game is to simulate feeling hungry or desiring something you cannot get. Have some donuts or 
something that your students love to eat. Place them in an area where they can easily be seen but hold back some so that 
there is not enough for everyone. Pick a carnival game like corn hole, ring toss or go fishing, that is appropriate for your age 
group. Give out some type of token to the students who win. The students can use their tokens to buy the treat you have 
displayed. Not everyone will get a treat, which will leave those students feeling dissatisfied. 
Apply: Ask students how they feel when they are hungry. Have students list places where they have seen hungry people 
lately. Ask them to share what they felt when they saw someone who they knew was hungry. Brainstorm ways that your 
student group may be able to get involved with helping the hungry. Write them on a white board or flipchart. Discuss how 
your group can use this as an opportunity to Pave the Way to sharing the gospel and making disciples.
Optional Drama Activity: Your students may want to write and produce a drama to perform for the church to promote 
awareness of hunger ministries in your community. If your preschool and children’s groups are collecting food for the hungry, 
students may be able to help distribute the food and share the gospel.
Pray: Have Students use Pave the Way in Prayer under Hunger Ministries to pray.

PAVE THE WAY TO UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUPS

Watch: Video segment about Unreached People Groups  
Activity: Go to https://www.savethechildren.org/  and look up a story about refugee children to have a student read. Ask the 
group to imagine that it was them in the story; they are in danger and may not be able to stay in America because it is not 
safe. Instead of being a visitor in another country they would be a refugee. Ask the following questions:
 1. How would you feel if you were forced to leave your home?
 2. What would you need to take with you?
 3. What would you hope for if you were forced to leave your home to move to a strange country?
Enlist: A student to read Reaching the Nations in South Carolina under Pave the Way to Unreached People Groups, from 
the Leaders Guide. 
Apply: Ask students to share if they know any students from other countries at their school or in their communities. Discuss 
possible ways to help these students learn to fit into their new culture. Make sure that students understand the difference 
between refugees and immigrants. Discuss ways that your student group may be able to get involved with internationals. 
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How could your group use this as an opportunity to Pave the Way to sharing the gospel and making disciples? Record ideas 
on the white board or flipchart.
Pray: Have students use the prayer requests under Pave the Way to Unreached People Groups to pray.
Closing: Take time to reflect on the ideas you wrote down about reaching those who are hungry and who come from 
different countries living in our state. Choose at least one for your youth group to do. Encourage students to look for these 
people and to use the ideas this week to Pave the Way for sharing the gospel and making disciples of Jesus. Close in 
prayer. Give a prayer guide and offering envelope to students as they leave.

CHILDREN’S PROCEDURES –  Margie Rish, GA Leader, First Baptist Church, Gaston, writer

INTRODUCTION

Say: “Welcome to our Janie Chapman State Missions Offering emphasis. During this emphasis, you will learn more about 
church plants, community missions with sports, multihousing ministry, and collegiate ministries. We will learn how important 
prayer is to these ministries. Prayer is the starting point of any ministry.”

HUNGER MINISTRIES PAVE THE WAY

Have you ever been hungry all day or known someone who doesn’t have enough food to eat?  Palmetto Baptist 
Association’s Operation Care, located in Williamston, South Carolina is part of the larger Tree of Life ministry. In 1995, Kathy 
Cannon saw a need in the community to minister to the hungry when she was providing Christmas gifts for needy children, 
and Operation Care began. This resulted in serving more than 3,000 families, with over 300 professions of faith. In 1999, 
God provided a building in which a food bank and clothes closet for needy families was started.

Hunger is a problem for many children and adults in South Carolina. Food banks across the state help minister to those in 
need. Some children receive meals at school, which may be the only food they have all day or all weekend. Hungry children 
don’t learn well. Hungry adults find work difficult. And senior adults will go without food to pay for basic needs like medicine.  
Operation Care put Jesus’ words into action: “For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat.” (Matthew 25:35) 

How can you follow Jesus’ example and feed the hungry?  

Activity: Have a food drive at your church. Ask the children to prepare posters to promote the food drive that is being 
planned by older preschoolers and their teachers. 

Supplies Needed: Poster board and/or construction paper, scissors, glue, markers and/or crayons, circulars from food 
stores with pictures of canned goods, vegetables, and fruit. Ask children to cut out the pictures and make posters to place 
around the church. The boys and girls can challenge one another by collecting canned goods and building pyramids to see 
who builds the largest pyramid. 

Activity: Challenge the group to fill two grocery carts with non-perishable items and see if the boy’s or girl’s basket fills up 
first. Once all food is collected, have a prayer time over the food that it meets the needs of the hungry and shows God’s love 
before delivering it to the food bank.
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Prayer requests: Pray that Operation Care and the hunger ministries in South Carolina have enough volunteers to work with 
people, sort and bag food, and share God’s love. Pray for people to be open to the Gospel when they receive the food, for 
area churches to help meet the physical and spiritual needs of individuals and families, and for new hunger ministries to be 
started.

PAVE THE WAY THROUGH CHURCH PLANTING

Ask children what they think a church planter is. Then explain that a church planter is someone who goes into areas to work 
among unreached people, sharing God’s love through solid theology, cooperative relationships, and sacrificial giving. In 
order to become a church planter through the South Carolina Baptist Convention, you must apply so they can review your 
information, recommend an internship and provide training. 

Sean Rheaume submitted his application to the South Carolina Baptist Convention and was recommended for an internship 
at Restoration Church in Hanahan. Adam Spurlock and Restoration Church are working with Sean in training and mentoring 
him as he learns the church’s procedures and programs. Johns Island was chosen as a church planting target. Sean, his 
wife, and his mother worked together and planted Live Oak Church, which launched in January 2019, holding services in 
the education building of First Baptist Church of Johns Island. In the early months, they had 30 people attending with only 
about six regulars. Sean used Facebook and social media to engage people online, inviting them to check out the church. 
The church moved to Angel Oak Elementary School on Palm Sunday with an Easter Egg Hunt for the community. Live Oak 
church members were present with T-shirts on to welcome guests. The goal was to make the guests fans of Jesus and not 
Live Oak Church.  

Activity: Contact the South Carolina Baptist Convention for a list of church planters in your area and pray for each one 
individually. You may want to contact someone to see if they would come and talk to your church about what a church planter 
is and how your church could help. The South Carolina Baptist Convention and South Carolina WMU have a church planter 
initiative which includes praying specifically for a church planter and his family. Select a church planter and pray specifically 
for them. Make cards to share with them to let them know of your prayers. 

Supplies Needed: Paper, markers, pencils and/or crayons. 

Prayer requests: Pray for wisdom in identifying locations to plant churches to reach the unreached. Pray for churches to 
embrace church planting, to help those getting started and to take responsibility for helping meet the needs of church plants. 
Pray for new church planters to hear God’s call. Pray for finances to rent space and for start-up costs. Pray for people in the 
community to have open hearts. Pray for church plant leaders and workers. 

PAVE THE WAY THROUGH COLLEGIATE MISSIONS
  
Ask children if they know what the Baptist Collegiate Ministry (BCM) is, or someone in the BCM. Explain that college 
students have an opportunity to participate in BCM. This ministry is in 37 different schools statewide; some are led by 
volunteers. The Janie Chapman Offering provides funding for some of the ministry programs. Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
paves the way for students to share the gospel through training and missions opportunities both locally and worldwide.  

Gina Booth is a volunteer serving as the director for the USC Aiken BCM for ten years. Gina is a banker by profession and 
a former student in BCM at USC Aiken. Through her leadership, the USC Aiken BCM group has helped with disaster relief, 
international mission trips, and led services in local churches. Students are faced with many challenges and temptations 
at college, and BCM provides an avenue to stay true to their faith. Baptist Collegiate Ministry students may participate 
in mission opportunities worldwide and put their personal faith into practice. South Carolina Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
students went to Alaska in a partnership with Camp Baldwin and served as camp counselors all summer, serving the local 
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community by teaching Sunday school at local churches, helping lead Vacation Bible School, and just helping local people. 
As volunteers, the students were able to share the gospel with kids, teenagers and adults through acts of love.   

Activity: Obtain a copy of the South Carolina BCM Summer Missionaries list and pray for each of them as they share the 
love of Christ worldwide. Involve the children in a penny challenge between the boys and girls by collecting pennies which 
will be donated to the Janie Chapman Offering, helping fund the South Carolina BCM Summer Missionaries.  
Prayer requests: Pray for South Carolina BCM work on college and university campuses across the state. Pray for gospel 
conversations with students and for more students to apply for summer missions. Pray for the projects to be selected, and 
for adequate funding of summer missions through the Janie Chapman Offering and funds raised by the students. Pray for 
South Carolina Baptist Campus Ministry leadership and the new campus ministry leader.

PRESCHOOL – Sandra Tapp, Associate Executive Director - Preschool, South Carolina WMU, writer 

Teaching Aims:  Preschoolers will learn that (1) God wants people around them to work together, (2) all people around 
them are important to God, (3) God gives us good things, and (4) to give to and pray for state missions.

Christian Concept Areas: Community, Others, God, Self 

Bible Thoughts: “Do not forget to do good and to share with others.” (Hebrews 13:16), “Love one another.” (1 John 4:7), 
“God cares for you.” (I Peter 5:7), and “I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.” (Matthew 25:35). 

Preparation:  
 • Pray for God’s guidance as you prepare this material and for the preschoolers who will attend.
 • Read the 2019 Season of Prayer Leaders Guide
 • Gather materials needed for interest areas.

Greeting: Greet each preschooler at their eye level as they enter the room and welcome them. As a reminder, please 
remember to post an Allergy Alert Chart due to activities for Nature and Music and Movement. A copy of an Allergy Alert 
Chart is available as a free download at www.wmu.com. After clicking on the website, you will see a tab entitled Preschool. 
After pulling the Preschool tab down, you will find Missions Friends Extras and under that folder, you will find Free 
Downloads. 
Homeliving: At this Interest Area, place boxes and packages of non-perishable food items (macaroni and cheese, cornbread 
mixes, muffin mixes, small empty plastic fruit crates, etc.) on the shelves. Place large paper bags (grocery bags) on one of 
the shelves. Supervise the area and encourage the preschoolers to imagine and play as if they are stocking the items on 
the shelves and bagging these items to give to someone who has come to Operation Care for help. One preschooler may 
want to be the “bagger” while others select and pick up items to put into the bags. Encourage the preschoolers to talk to one 
another as they are involved in this activity. Share the Bible Thoughts, “Do not forget to do good and to share with others.” 
(Hebrews 13:16) and “I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.” (Matthew 25:35). 
Music and Movement: At this Interest Area, sit with the children and share that no matter who we are and no matter what 
we have, Jesus loves us and He loves each one of us so much. Sing familiar songs such as “Jesus Loves Me,” and “Jesus 
Loves the Little Children of The World.”
Books: At this Interest Area, use colored strips of paper to mark a Bible with the four Bible thoughts.  Have preschoolers 
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find the verses and help them in saying the verses: “Do not forget to do good and to share with others.” (Hebrews 13:16), 
“Love one another.” (1 John 4:7), “God cares for you.” (I Peter 5:7), and “I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.” 
(Matthew 25:35). Display the book, What Does It Mean to Be Poor? by Joye Smith (available from WMU, SBC at www.
wmustore.com) 
Puzzles and Games: Matching Game - Prepare pairs of pictures of foods such as macaroni and cheese, vegetables 
and fruits, and types of beans. Place randomly across a table in the area. Turn all the pictures face down. Instruct the 
preschoolers to turn the pictures over until they find a match. Share with them to keep repeating those steps until all pictures 
have a match. Talk about how all these foods are important and how all people need these foods so that they can be healthy.
Nature: •Small paper cups, ground coffee, vanilla, onion, powdered cocoa, cinnamon, cheesecloth squares, rubber bands 
will be needed for this activity. Sprinkle a small amount of coffee, cocoa, and cinnamon each in a cup. Add chopped onion to 
another cup. Soak a cotton ball with vanilla extract and add to another cup. Cover the cups with cheesecloth. Invite boys and 
girls to smell the items in the cups. Give everyone a turn. Let preschoolers guess what the items are. Ask: Which foods do 
you like to smell?” Say: “Food is important for us all. Thank you, God, for good food to eat.”  
Art and Helping Others: In advance, secure a large box that will be used for a food drive, led by the older preschoolers. 
Cover the box with a brightly colored paper. Share with all of the preschoolers that later in Group Time, older preschoolers 
will be sharing about a Helping Others activity that they will be helping to lead. They will lead a food drive for their 
community. Provide large crayons and instruct all the preschoolers to work together to decorate the box.  Say: “God has 
given you hands to use to work together with others. During our group time, we will hear a story about how people in one of 
the communities in our state are working together to help provide food for those who are hungry.” 
Snacks: Serve cookies or fish-shaped cheese crackers (goldfish) with juice. Before having snack, sing the following blessing 
(to the tune of Frère Jacques), with preschooler repeating the words in parentheses:

God Our Father (God Our Father),
We Thank You (We Thank You).

For Our Many Blessings (For Our Many Blessings),
Amen (Amen).

Group Time: Share: “Sometimes we have friends and neighbors in our communities who need help. They may be hungry. 
They may have not have a place to live. They may be lonely. There is a place in our state that has a center called Operation 
Care. The people working there are called volunteers. They come to work at the center because they want to help people 
who are hungry and do not have a place to live. People that live in the community bring food to the center to help. The 
helpers work together and pack bags of food for the people that are hungry. The center gives them bags of food to help 
them. Martha, one of the ladies who works at the center, loves to help people when they come to the center. She gives them 
bags of food and she also tells them about Jesus. She shares with them that Jesus loves them and that she loves them.” 
Ask: “How was Operation Care able to get so much food?” (everyone worked together). Why did the community want to do 
this?” (we are to love one another and do good and share with one another). 
Stop here for Threes and Fours.  
Continue for Kindergarten
Share: “The people in this community are kind and work with others to provide food at the center in their community.” Say: 
“Since so many communities have children and preschoolers in them who may need help with getting food, let’s help them! 
Let’s have a food drive!” Send home a note to parents letting them know that for the month of October (or any following 
month), older preschoolers (five-year-olds) will have a food drive for their community. Encourage older preschoolers to 
collect canned goods and non-perishable food items and bring them to church. Place a large box in a designated, high 
traffic area (preferably where preschoolers can see it and can watch the box fill to the top). After the box is filled, gather the 
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preschoolers and pray for the people who may receive these food items. Make arrangements to deliver the items to a food 
ministry in your community or to a food ministry near your church. 
Prayertime: Lead the preschoolers in praying for those in their communities who may be hungry, need a job, need clothes, 
and those who may be lonely. Pray also for the helpers at the center and families in the community that may need help. 
Give each preschooler a Janie Chapman Offering envelope to take with them and encourage them to save their money for 
the offering.
• Used with Permission, Teaching Preschoolers About Hunger, by Jennifer Cox.

FOR MORE INFORMATION . . . .

A)  Invite a state missions speaker to your church. See the 2019 State Missions Speakers Bureau (sent to pastors and 
WMU directors) or contact Woman’s Missionary Union, South Carolina Baptist Convention; for assistance in enlisting a 
speaker (in South Carolina, at 800.723.7242, ext. 8525; or 803.227.6210).

B)  Have members read Pave the Way. The information can be found at www.janiechapmanoffering.org and on the South 
Carolina WMU website at www.scwmu.org.

C)  Obtain resources. Order forms for free resources: posters, prayer guides, and Janie Chapman Offering for State 
Missions, Missions Education, and Kingdom ADVANCE in South Carolina envelopes, were sent to the individual who 
placed the order. The Season of Prayer DVD was mailed to pastors, ministry assistants and WMU leaders on the 
South Carolina WMU mailing list. In addition to the state missions video segments, the DVD contains printable copies 
of the prayer guide, Sermon Outline, Churchwide Observance, Children’s Sermons, Clip Art Sheet, Family Missions 
Page, South Carolina State Missions Facts, Clip Art, Allocations Sheet, and History of Janie Chapman. If you do not 
have these resources, ask your WMU director to contact state WMU; in South Carolina 800.723.7242, ext. 8500; or 
803.765.0030 or email: wmu@scbaptist.org. If your church does not have a WMU director, call the state WMU office 
directly.  



19

2019 For  Jan ie  Chapman Offe r ing  fo r  S ta te  Miss ions ,  M iss ions  Educat ion ,  and  K ingdom ADVANCE in  South  Caro l ina

SEASON OF PRAYER FOR STATE MISSIONS PICTURES
(TO BE USED WITH ADULT PROCEDURES)

1. HUNGER MINISTRIES

2. CHURCH  PLANTING
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3. COLLEGIATE MISSIONS

4. UNREACHED PEOPLE



21

2019 For  Jan ie  Chapman Offe r ing  fo r  S ta te  Miss ions ,  M iss ions  Educat ion ,  and  K ingdom ADVANCE in  South  Caro l ina

FOCUS AREA’S PRAYER NEEDS

1. Pave the Way in Prayer for Hunger Ministries:
 •  Pray for gospel conversations each day at Operation Care and other hunger ministries in South Carolina.
 •  Pray for volunteers as they work with clients, sort food, prepare food bags, and share the gospel. 
 •  Pray for people to be open to the gospel when they come for food.
 •  Pray for follow-up by area churches to engage individuals and families in spiritual growth and discipleship.
 •   Pray for hunger ministries to move from just meeting immediate needs to deeper work with individuals   

and families. 
 •  Pray for new hunger ministries to be started. 

2. Pave the Way in Prayer for Church Planting: 
  Pray for wisdom in identifying locations where church plants are needed to share the gospel with unreached 

people.
 •  Pray for established churches to embrace church planting and to collaborate with church planting efforts.
 •   Pray for a movement of multiplying churches in which churches take responsibility for seeing areas that need 

churches.
 •   Pray that God will raise up church planters with the calling and characteristics needed for healthy church 

planting.
 •  Pray for the finances of church plants as they rent space and have other start-up expenses.
 •  Pray for the hearts of the people in the community to be open to the gospel of Jesus.
  •  Pray for leadership for church plants, including lead pastors and other church staff members.

3. Pave the Way in Prayer for Collegiate Missions: 
 •   Pray for BCM work on South Carolina college and university campuses. Pray for gospel conversation with 

students.
  •  Pray for students to apply for summer missions. Applications open in October and are due by early February.
 •  Pray for the projects to be selected.
 •  Pray for the selection process with the students.
 •   Pray for adequate funding for summer missions. This includes the Janie Chapman Offering as well as funding 

raised by the students.
 •   Pray for SCBC Baptist Campus Ministry leadership. Ken Owens served as the SCBC BCM Director for 18 

years and has recently transitioned to serve as the Missions Mobilization Team leader. Pray for the new 
campus ministry leader. 

4. Pave the Way in Prayer for Unreached People Groups: 
 •  Pray that the gospel will reach every tongue and tribe around the world.
 •  Pray for opportunities for volunteers at refugee camps to share the gospel.
 •  Pray that refugees with ask why volunteers are helping them.
 •  Pray that God will reveal why volunteers care to refugees.
 •  Pray for more volunteers to respond to the ministry needs in Greece.


