
THE PROBLEM

FAST FACTS - NATIONAL DATA

The holiday season is upon us – a time for family, friends and festivities.  But, the 
Christmas season can also be the season of great pain and sorrow as the holidays are 
when the highest number of fatal highway accidents and deaths occur due to drinking 
and drugged driving. During the Christmas season, 2-3 times more people die in alcohol-
related traffic accidents than in any other comparable period in the rest of the year.  

Almost 100 million 
Americans are 
expected to travel 
during the holidays 
this year.

4 in 10 highway 
deaths during the 
holiday season are 
due to drunk driving 
and almost half of 
all highway deaths 
on New Year’s Eve 
are alcohol-related.

1 in 6 traffic deaths 
among children 
aged 0-14 years 
involved an alcohol-
impaired driver.

Males account for 
almost 70 percent 
of all drivers in 
DUI collisions.
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Every day, 28 people in the United States die in motor vehicle accidents involving an 
alcohol-impaired driver – one death every 51 minutes. In addition, drugs other than alcohol, 
both legal and illegal, are implicated in 1 in 6 motor vehicle accidents. The primary drug 
involved is marijuana. Nationwide, in 2015, only 57% of fatally injured drivers were tested 
for drugs. Of the positive tests, over 35% were for marijuana.

In 2015, South Carolina ranked as the 5th most dangerous state for drunk driving.  One-
third of all traffic fatalities in the state are due to alcohol-related driving accidents.
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Hold Out the Lifeline: A Mission to Families
803.461.3201 | holdoutthelifeline.org  

    facebook.com/hotlifeline |       twitter.com/hotlifeline

Need Further Assistance?  Contact Us:

WHAT YOU CAN DO  

Here are a few things you can do to minimize your chances of being hit by a drunk driver 
and get to your holiday destination safely.

1.  Limit your late night driving, especially on weekends.
2.  Drive defensively, with an eye on avoiding accidents before they happen.
3.  Stay off the road on New Year’s Eve, St. Patrick’s Day, Independence Day and other 
known “drinking” holidays.
4.  Keep your car properly maintained, especially the engine, fluids and tires.
5.  Follow the rules of the road: drive at a safe speed, maintain a safe distance from the car 
in front of you, use your turn signals, etc.
6. Don’t assume that the drivers around you are going to act rationally and predictably.
7.  Avoid dirt roads and two-lane highways at night.
8.  Be vigilant about road conditions. Poorly maintained roads can cause accidents.

FAST FACT - STATE DATA

MORE INFORMATION
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention | www.cdc.gov
South Carolina Department of Public Safety | www.scsoberorslammer.com
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration | www.nhtsa.dot.gov
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) | www.madd.org

Be careful and safe this holiday season.  It is the most wonderful time of the year.  

Merry Christmas!

About 2% of 
South Carolina’s 
population have 
reported driving 
after drinking too 
much.

The majority of all 
drunk and drugged 
driving deaths in 
the state involve 
people between the 
ages of 21 and 34, 
twice the national 
rate.

South Carolina 
men are 4 times 
more likely than 
women to be killed 
in a drunk driving 
accident, similar to 
statistics nationally.

Auto accidents 
cost South 
Carolina over $1 
billion per year 
in medical costs 
and lost economic 
productivity.

Hold Out the Lifeline: A Mission to Families
803.461.3201 | holdoutthelifeline.org  

    facebook.com/hotlifeline |       twitter.com/hotlifeline

Need Further Assistance?  Contact Us:

WHAT YOU CAN DO  

Here are a few things you can do to minimize your chances of being hit by a drunk driver 
and get to your holiday destination safely.

1.  Limit your late night driving, especially on weekends.
2.  Drive defensively, with an eye on avoiding accidents before they happen.
3.  Stay off the road on New Year’s Eve, St. Patrick’s Day, Independence Day and other 
known “drinking” holidays.
4.  Keep your car properly maintained, especially the engine, fluids and tires.
5.  Follow the rules of the road: drive at a safe speed, maintain a safe distance from the car 
in front of you, use your turn signals, etc.
6. Don’t assume that the drivers around you are going to act rationally and predictably.
7.  Avoid dirt roads and two-lane highways at night.
8.  Be vigilant about road conditions. Poorly maintained roads can cause accidents.

FAST FACT - STATE DATA

MORE INFORMATION
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention | www.cdc.gov
South Carolina Department of Public Safety | www.scsoberorslammer.com
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration | www.nhtsa.dot.gov
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) | www.madd.org

Be careful and safe this holiday season.  It is the most wonderful time of the year.  

Merry Christmas!

About 2% of 
South Carolina’s 
population have 
reported driving 
after drinking too 
much.

The majority of all 
drunk and drugged 
driving deaths in 
the state involve 
people between the 
ages of 21 and 34, 
twice the national 
rate.

South Carolina 
men are 4 times 
more likely than 
women to be killed 
in a drunk driving 
accident, similar to 
statistics nationally.

Auto accidents 
cost South 
Carolina over $1 
billion per year 
in medical costs 
and lost economic 
productivity.


